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Question 1—Document-Based Question 

 
Analyze the ways in which technology, government policy, and economic conditions changed 
American agriculture in the period 1865–1900. 
 
In your answer be sure to evaluate farmers’ responses to these changes. 
 
The 8–9 Essay 

• Contains a well-developed thesis that examines the ways in which technology, government 
policy, and economic conditions changed American agriculture between 1865 and 1900, and 
evaluates farmers’ responses to those changes. 

• Presents an effective analysis of the ways in which technology, government policy, and 
economic conditions changed American agriculture between 1865 and 1900, and evaluates 
farmers’ responses to those changes. 
o Addresses technology, government policy, and economic conditions and evaluates 

farmers’ responses to those changes.  
o Analysis of farmers’ responses may be implicit and/or embedded in analysis of the other 

three factors. 
o Analysis of technology, government policy, and economic conditions may be imbalanced 

or overlapping. 
• Effectively uses a substantial number of documents. 
• Supports thesis with substantial and relevant outside information. 
• May contain minor errors. 
• Is clearly organized and well written. 

 
The 5–7 Essay 

• Contains a thesis that addresses the ways in which technology, government policy, and 
economic conditions changed American agriculture between 1865 and 1900, and discusses 
farmers’ responses to those changes. 

• Has limited analysis of the ways in which technology, government policy, and economic 
conditions changed American agriculture between 1865 and 1900, and limited discussion of 
farmers’ responses to those changes. 
o Discussion of farmers’ responses may be implicit and/or embedded in the analysis of the other 

three factors. 
o Analysis of technology, government policy, and economic conditions may be imbalanced. 
o May not address all aspects of change. 

• Effectively uses some documents. 
• Supports thesis with some relevant outside information. 
• May have errors that do not seriously detract from the quality of the essay. 
• Shows acceptable organization and writing; language errors do not interfere with the 

comprehension of the essay. 
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Question 1—Document Based Question (continued) 

 
The 2–4 Essay 

• Contains a limited or undeveloped thesis. 
• Deals with the question in a general manner; simplistic, superficial treatment of the subject. 

o Little or no consideration of farmers’ responses.  
o May address only one category (technology or government policy or economic 

conditions). 
• Merely paraphrases, quotes, or briefly cites documents. 
• Contains little outside information or information that is inaccurate or irrelevant. 
• May have major errors. 
• May be poorly organized and/or written. 

 
The 0–1 Essay 

• Contains no thesis or a thesis that does not address the question. 
• Exhibits inadequate or incorrect understanding of the question. 
• Has little or no understanding of the documents or ignores them completely. 
• Has numerous errors. 
• Written so poorly that it inhibits understanding. 
 

The — Essay 
• Blank or completely off task. 
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Question 1 Document Information and Inferences 

 
Document A: Agricultural Prices in Dollars per Unit, 1865–1900 
 
Document Information: 

• Shows falling prices for wheat, cotton, and corn between 1865 and 1900. 
• Shows increasing production of wheat, cotton, and corn between 1865 and 1900. 
• Shows periodic variation in prices and production of wheat, cotton, and corn between 1865 

and 1900. 
 

Document Inferences: 
• American agriculture was under increasing economic stress as a result of overproduction 

and falling prices between 1865 and 1900. 
• Boom and bust economic cycles (panic and prosperity) occurred between 1865 and 1900. 
• Improved farm machinery, irrigation, and chemical fertilizers led to increased production. 
• Farmers in distress led to the emergence of movements such as the Grange, Farmers’ 

Alliances, and Populists. 
• Can be linked to Documents B and D. 

 
Potential outside information triggered by document: 
 
Boom and bust cycles 
Commercial farming 
Chemical fertilizers 
Grain elevators and warehouses 
Overproduction/crop surpluses 

Panic of 1873 
Panic of 1893 
Hatch Act 
Department of Agriculture raised to 

cabinet level (1889) 
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Question 1 Document Information and Inferences (continued) 

 
Document B: Railroads in 1870 and 1890 
 
Document Information: 

• Shows railroad expansion between 1870 and 1890. 
• Shows expanding transcontinental connections. 
• Shows some government land grants to railroads (largely west of the Mississippi). 
• Shows major cattle trails from Texas to railroads. 

 
Document Inferences: 

• Subsidies and land grants encouraged railroad expansion. 
• Cattle were driven from Texas to cow towns along railroads. 
• Transporting agricultural products to Eastern markets became easier. 
• Westward settlement was encouraged by railroad expansion. 
• Emerging national markets linking regions were created by railroad expansion. 
• Agricultural advances (surpluses) fueled urbanization and industrial expansion. 
• Farmers were less isolated because of the expanding railroad network. 
• Can be linked to Document F. 

 
Potential outside information triggered by document: 
 
Subsidies 
“All that the traffic would bear” 
Cow towns 
Crédit Mobilier 
Free passes 
Immigration (railroad land sales) 
White Caps (Las Gorras Blancas) 
Short-haul/long-haul differentials 
Stanford, Vanderbilt, Hill, Gould 
Pacific Railway Act impact (1862) 

Checkerboard pattern of land grants 
Rebates, drawbacks, pools 
Refrigerated railroad cars 
Swift and Armour 
Standard gauge 
Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad 
Great Northern Railroad 
Robber barons 
Cattle trails: Chisholm, Goodnight-

Loving, Sedalia, and Western 
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Question 1 Document Information and Inferences (continued) 

 
Document C: Prairie Farmer, July 14, 1877 
 
Document Information: 

• Farmers were dissatisfied with railroads. 
• The Illinois legislature passed laws limiting freight rates. 
• The Supreme Court upheld Illinois laws limiting freight rates. 
• Illinois was the only state with such laws. 

 
Document Inferences: 

• Farmers sought state regulation of grain and railroad freight rates. 
• The Grange (Patrons of Husbandry) organized farmers. 
• Granger laws were enacted in Illinois. 
• The Supreme Court upheld Granger laws in Munn v. Illinois. 
• Farmers had political clout in swing/doubtful states. 
• The Supreme Court subsequently ruled regulation of interstate commerce an “exclusive” 

federal right in the Wabash case. 
• Change from the laissez-faire philosophy of the early Gilded Age. 
 

Potential outside information triggered by document: 
 
Farm cooperatives 
Farmers’ Alliances (Northern, Southern, 

Black) 
Grange/Patrons of Husbandry 
Oliver Hudson Kelley 
Granger Laws 

Greenback-Labor Party 
Interstate Commerce Commission 
Munn v. Illinois 
Wabash case 
Swing/doubtful states 
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Question 1 Document Information and Inferences (continued) 

 
Document D: The Wheat Harvest, 1880 
 
Document Information: 

• Shows reaper/thresher (combine) harvesting wheat. 
• Shows need for large equipment and horses. 

 
Document Inferences: 

• The application of technology to farm equipment increased production. 
• Grain farming was conducted on a large commercial scale. 
• Availability of new technology led to farmers investing in heavy machinery and to the 

emergence of large-scale commercial/bonanza farming. 
• Can be linked to Documents A and B to emphasize changes in agriculture and farmer 

responses. 
 
Potential outside information triggered by document: 
 
Bonanza farms/commercial farming 
Dry farming 
Dust bowls 
Grain elevator/warehouses 
Joseph Glidden/barbed wire 
Morrill Land Grant impact (1862) 

No government aid for irrigation 
Open range/range wars 
Combines 
Bison slaughter 
Advances in steel plows, harrows, grain 

binders, threshers, windmills 
 
Document E: A contract in North Carolina, 1882 
 
Document Information: 

• The writer of the contract will determine when and where to sell cotton. 
• The writer of the contract will deduct all sums that are owed him/her by the cropper. 
• The writer of the contract will pay the cropper one-half of the net proceeds. 

 
Document Inferences: 

• Sharecroppers incurred debts that the landowner deducted before paying them their share. 
• Landowners controlled sharecropping contracts. 
• Sharecropping was common in the South after the Civil War. 
• Poverty gripped both white and African American farmers in the South. 

 
Potential outside information triggered by document: 
 
Crop lien 
Debt peonage 
Sharecropping 

Tenant farming 
Farmers’ Alliances 
New South 
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Question 1 Document Information and Inferences (continued) 

 
Document F: Harper’s New Monthly Magazine, 1884 
 
Document Information: 

• The shipping and canning of beef were important in Chicago. 
• Beef was shipped from both the northern and southern portions of the West. 
• Five great railroads ended in Chicago. 

 
Document Inferences: 

• Railroads made the transportation of beef from the west to the east more efficient. 
• Chicago was becoming a meatpacking center. 
• Cattle raising was important in Texas and Montana. 
• Technological advances led to changes in cattle ranching and spawned industrial growth. 
• Can be linked to Documents A, B, and D. 

 
Potential outside information triggered by document: 
 
Cattle kingdom 
Cow towns 
Harsh winters of 1885-87 
Open range 
Range wars (cattleman/farmers) 

Refrigerated railroad cars 
Swift and Armour 
Nat Love (cowboys) 
Cattle trails: Chisholm, Goodnight-

Loving, Sedalia, and Western 
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Question 1 Document Information and Inferences (continued) 

 
Document G: Speech by Mary Elizabeth Lease, 1892 
 
Document Information: 

• Political parties and politicians lie to farmers. 
• Political parties and politicians encourage farmers to raise big crops. 
• Political parties and politicians said farmers suffered from overproduction. 
• In the United States, 10,000 children starve each year. 
• Farm prices are falling. 

 
Document Inferences: 

• Farm prices were falling because of overproduction. 
• Farmers were dissatisfied with political parties and politicians. 
• Farmers may wish to form their own political party. 
• The government should remedy overproduction by making sure people do not starve. 
• Farmers have fallen on economic hard times. 
• Discontented farmers formed the Populist Party. 
• Can be linked to Document J. 

 
Potential outside information triggered by document: 
 
“Raise less corn and more hell” 
James B. Weaver 
Omaha Platform/Ocala Demands 
Overproduction/crop surpluses 
“Pitchfork” Ben Tillman 

Populists/People’s Party 
Tom Watson 
Ignatius Donnelly 
Greenbacks 
Greenback/Labor Party
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Question 1 Document Information and Inferences (continued) 

 
Document H: In Kansas, Susan Orcutt to Lorenzo D. Lewelling, June 29, 1894 
 
Document Information: 

• The Orcutts are starving. 
• Hail ruined their crops. 
• No jobs can be had in 10 counties. 

 
Document Inferences: 

• Farming on the Great Plains was difficult. 
• The Homestead Act brought many people to the Great Plains. 
• Many homesteaders returned East because of the hardships they encountered. 
• The Panic of 1893 hurt farmers and led to poverty, hardship, and widespread 

unemployment. 
 

Potential outside information triggered by document: 
 
“In God we trusted, in Kansas we busted” 
“Sodbusters” 
Boom and bust cycles 
Coxey’s Army 
Frederick Jackson Turner/frontier thesis 
Homestead Act impact (1862) 

Montgomery Ward and Sears, Roebuck 
Reverse migration 
Sod house frontier 
Locust plagues 
Desert Land Act/Timber Culture Act 
Willa Cather/My Ántonia 

© 2007 The College Board. All rights reserved. 
Visit apcentral.collegeboard.com (for AP professionals) and www.collegeboard.com/apstudents (for students and parents). 



AP® UNITED STATES HISTORY 
2007 SCORING GUIDELINES 

 
Question 1 Document Information and Inferences (continued) 

 
Document I: R. W. McAdams, Oklahoma Magazine, 1894 
 
Document Information: 

• Students of the American Indian question believe in the policy of individualism (severalty). 
• The document argues that American Indians are lazy and dumb. 
• Enclosures for American Indians should be made smaller. 
• Land reserved for American Indians is “wasted” arable land that should be kept minimal. 

 
Document Inferences: 

• American Indian policy favored a breakup of tribal loyalty to encourage individualism and 
assimilation. 

• Attempts were made to assimilate American Indians into American culture. 
• The Dawes Severalty Act opened up reservation land for white settlement. 
• The amount of acreage for farming increased in the time period. 
• The Oklahoma Land Rush allowed white settlement in what once was Indian Territory. 
• Westerners viewed American Indians with contempt. 

 
Potential outside information triggered by document: 
 
Custer and Little Big Horn 
Dawes Severalty Act 
Helen Hunt Jackson/A Century of 

Dishonor 
Indian Territory 

Oklahoma Land Rush (Sooners) 
Reservation system 
Medicine Lodge Treaty  
Fort Laramie Treaty 
Wounded Knee 
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Question 1 Document Information and Inferences (continued) 

 
Document J: Excerpts from a speech by William Jennings Bryan, July 1896 
 
Document Information: 

• Farms are necessary for the survival of cities. 
• Cities favor the gold standard. 
• The producing masses and the world are against the gold standard. 
• The gold standard hurts commercial and laboring interests and the toiling masses. 

 
Document Inferences: 

• Farmers favored the free and unlimited coinage of silver. 
• Although cities depend on farms, farms do not depend on cities. 
• There was conflict between urban and rural interests. 
• Democrats and Populists favored the free and unlimited coinage of silver. 
• Republicans favored the gold standard. 
• Farmers’ political response to hardships included the formation of the Populist Party. 

 
Potential outside information triggered by document: 
 
“Crime of ’73” 
“Free and unlimited coinage of silver” 
“McKinley and the full dinner pail” 
16:1 
Bimetallism 
Bland–Allison Silver Purchase Act  
William Harvey/Coin’s Financial School 
“Cross of Gold” speech 
Dingley Tariff 

McKinley Tariff  
Wilson–Gorman Tariff 
Election of 1896 
Money question 
Repeal of Sherman Silver Purchase Act  
Specie Resumption Act 
Gresham’s Law 
L. Frank Baum/The Wizard of Oz
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Question 1 Document Information and Inferences (continued) 

 
Potential Outside Information List (alphabetical order): 
 
“All that the traffic would bear” 
Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad 
Bimetallism 
Bland–Allison Silver Purchase Act of 1878 
Bonanza farms/commercial farming 
Boom and bust cycles 
Bison slaughter 
Cattle kingdom 
Cattle trails: Chisholm, Goodnight-Loving, 

Sedalia, and Western 
Chemical fertilizers 
Cow towns 
Coxey’s Army 
Crédit Mobilier 
“Crime of ’73” 
Crop lien/sharecropping/tenant farmers 
“Cross of Gold” speech 
Custer, George, and Little Big Horn 
Dawes Act 
Department of Agriculture 
Desert Land Act 
Dingley Tariff 
Donnelly, Ignatius 
Dry farming 
Dust bowls 
Election of 1896 
Exodusters 
Farm cooperatives (co-ops) 
Farmers’ Alliances 
Fort Laramie Treaty (1868) 
“Free and unlimited coinage of silver” 
Free passes 
Gilded Age 
Glidden, Joseph/barbed wire 
Gould, Jay 
Grain elevators and warehouses 
Grange (Patrons of Husbandry) 
Granger Laws 
Great Northern Railroad 
Greenback-Labor Party 
Greenbacks 
Gresham’s Law 
Harsh winters of 1885-87 
Harvey, William/Coin’s Financial School 

Hatch Act 
Hill, James J. 
Homestead Act (1862), impact of  
Immigration (railroad land sales) 
Improvements in steel plows, spring-tooth 

harrows, grain binders, threshers, windmills 
Indian Territory 
“In God we trusted, in Kansas we busted” 
Interstate Commerce Commission 
Jackson, Helen Hunt /A Century of Dishonor 
Kelley, Oliver Hudson 
Love, Nat (cowboy) 
“McKinley and the full dinner pail” 
McKinley Tariff 
Medicine Lodge Treaty 
Money question 
Montgomery Ward 
Morrill Land Grant Act (1862), impact of 
Munn v. Illinois 
No government aid for irrigation 
Oklahoma Land Rush (Sooners) 
Omaha Platform/Ocala Demands 
Open range 
Overproduction/crop surpluses 
Pacific Railway Act (1862), impact of 
Panics of 1873, 1893 
Pooling 
Populist Party/People’s Party 
Railroad land grants/checkerboard pattern 
“Rain follows the plough” 
“Raise less corn and more hell” 
Range wars (rangers and farmers) 
Rebates/drawbacks 
Refrigerated railroad cars 
Reservation system 
Reverse migrations in 1880s 
Robber barons 
Sears, Roebuck 
Sherman Antitrust Act of 1890 
Short-haul/long-haul differential 
Simpson, “Sockless” Jerry 
16:1 
Sodbusters 
Sod house frontier 
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Question 1 Document Information and Inferences (continued) 

 
Potential Outside Information List (alphabetical order): 
 
Specie Resumption Act (1875) 
Standard gauge 
Stanford, Leland 
Swift and Armour 
Swing/doubtful states 
Tillman, “Pitchfork” Ben 
Timber Culture Act 
Turner, Frederick Jackson/frontier thesis 
Vanderbilt, Cornelius 

Wabash case/Wabash, St. Louis & Pacific 
Railroad Company v. Illinois 

Watson, Tom 
Weaver, James B. 
White Caps (Las Gorras Blancas) 
Wilson–Gorman Tariff 
Windmills 
Wounded Knee 
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Question 1 
 
Overview 
 
The document-based question required students to use the 10 documents provided to analyze changes in 
agriculture between 1865 and 1900 with regard to technology, government policy, and economic 
conditions. Additionally, they had to explain farmers’ responses to these changes. It was a straightforward 
and mainstream question that invited students to place the agrarian protest of the period in a broader 
context. It also evaluated their ability to analyze historical documents and draw historical inferences from 
them to support an analytical argument.  
 
Sample: 1A 
Score: 8  
 
This essay contains a well-developed thesis that examines the three factors and implicitly evaluates 
farmers’ responses. It presents effective analysis of the ways in which the three factors changed 
agriculture and is particularly strong on the impact of technology. The evaluation of farmers’ responses is 
woven into the analysis of the effects of government policy, and the student uses a substantial number of 
documents. There are some overgeneralizations (“the downfall [not only] of farmers but of the nation”). This 
well-organized, well-written essay incorporates good outside information throughout. 
 
Sample: 1B 
Score: 6  
 
This essay contains a thesis that addresses each of the factors. The analysis of the three factors is 
weighted more toward technology and economic conditions than government policy, and there is some 
evaluation of farmers’ responses. The student effectively uses some documents and includes relevant 
outside information on economic policy (rebates, vertical integration) and on Populism. The essay, 
however, loses focus on the question toward the end. 
 
Sample: 1C 
Score: 3  
 
While this essay contains a thesis that addresses the three factors, it does not address the farmers’ 
responses. The student confuses the limits of the time period and makes brief and uneven use of a few 
documents. Additionally, there is limited relevant outside information, some of which (Rachel Carson) is 
beyond the scope of the question.  

 




