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But only
a member of
Congress can
introduce

a bill.

It can start in
gither the Senate
or the Housé 0

Representatives-

RAIUS.
laws start out as

hills in Congress. They
| have to go through a long
| process, and many
| hills do not make
it through,
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The.bi” s sent to 3 small committee in the 5¢"
'SCUSS the gaod and bad things about ™

Whena
committee is
‘in session like
this, it is called
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Samelimes,
senators and
representatives
must work all night
10 get a bilt
passed.

are introduced every year, only
about 350 actually
become laws.

Some of these
changes are known as
“pork.” This is often
requests for money to
0o to projects in

politicians’
\home districts,
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During this phase, there
may be as few as ten
members present.
Others will be
following the bill's
progress on TV in
their offices in case
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To get the attention of

a vote is called and
they have to return
the media, -0 cast their vote.

committees can call celehrity
witnesses to their hearings. For
instance, Michael J. Fox testified
(gave his opinion) about
Parkinson's disease, the illness he
has. Pearl Jam testifed in a hearing
about the sale of tickets to
rack concerts.
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If the president does no
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U may h'ear'the \.v"e"l"d‘fiilihhster in
.connection with bills and Congress. A
iibusteris a tactic used to block the passage
o e
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